


Wallonia Agrofood Industry in a Nutshell

Employers FTE / Employer

NETWORK OF SME











Food Logistics

• Transport segments :  raw materials, processing, distribution.

• Types of products :  perishables, limited conservation,   
special equipments for storage locations, manpower and 
trucks, technological investments.

• Mandatory controls :  high sanitary risks, quality maintenance 
during all the logistic chain, timing.



• No strong export culture.
• Administration, paperwork, customs formalities.
• Lack of knowledge about foreign markets.
• No local contact / distributor.
• High production costs.
• Low world market prices.
• Difficulties to value quality and sustainable production.
• Lack of innovation support.
• Foreign language skills…

Barriers to export outside EU 



• Compliance with Health Canada requirements.

• Specific demands per province.

• CETA agreement.

• SME exportations to Canada : + 118,5 % in 2017,        + 
52,4 % in 2018 (all segments of business, not only due to 
CETA).

Focus Canada



Focus Canada



• Compliance with FDA requirements.
• Anglo saxon business model. Different marketing strategies

(financial investments).
• Distribution networks in the US vary from one region to another, 

mainly because of different consumption patterns. 
• Different packagings.
• Difficulty to follow sales development correctly.
• Protectionism.
• Trump’s unpredictable management.

Focus USA



• Huge market potential, difficult to identify the best partner.
• Compliance with AQSIQ (Administration of Quality Supervision, 

Inspection and Quarantine) requirements.
• Some conflicts between AQSIQ and MoA (Ministery of Agriculture).
• Alibaba.
• Railway connection Liège - Zhengzhou.
• Power of marketing. Promotion by local celebrities.
• Six Awex representatives based locally.
• AFSCA permanent representative expected early 2020.

Focus China



• Halal context.
• Halal club Awex. 
• Free from and bio segments are strongly growing.
• Opportunities 2020 (Dubai) and 2022 (Qatar).
• Big potential for sweets (need to replace pork gelatin by 

vegetal gelatin). 
• Demand for differenciated / premium products. 
• Interested in nice marketing stories.

Focus Middle East



Partnership Logistics in Wallonia / Wagralim. 

Innovation in transport, logistics & food production.







• Share contacts and innovations.

• Partnership Logistics in Wallonia / Wagralim. Discuss and 
develop common projects.

• Match long term trends in mutual sectors.

• Not discussed today : Awex tools to support SME at export.  

Summary


